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been sent by Washington to the captured fort. It was a
godsend to the American General and his men, tired of the
inaction during the dreary months of winter. Without delay
Washington moved his men on to the heights above Boston,
and mounted the guns, which startled the beleaguered army
with their sudden and unexpected thunder. The shot fell thick
over Boston City, and it became evident to General Howe
and his officers that their position was untenable. Washington
advanced his works nearer and nearer to the town, and at
last Howe recognised the inevitable, and gave the word for
immediate evacuation,

In disorder, and with sullen spirits, 11,000 British soldiers
went on board the fleet in the harbour, taking with them
1,000 citizens of Boston who remained loyal to the English
flag, and after lingering in the channel, while Washington
marched his men into the town, they sailed off to Halifax.

It was a great triumph to the revolutionists, a great tragedy
for British prestige. With an army of untrained men, with
constant desertions in his ranks, with months of inaction
owing to lack of guns, Washington had kept a powerful army
hemmed hi by his entrenchments, and by skilful generalship
had so dominated their- position that they could only avoid
capture by retreating oversea. His pride at this performance
was more than pardonable. 'To maintain/ he said, 'a fort
within musket-shot of the enemy for six months together
without powder, and at the same time to disband one army
and recruit another within that distance of twenty odd British
regiments, is more, probably, than was ever attempted.*

With this encouragement the revolution now spread rapidly,
One of the most daring exploits of the insurgents was when
Arnold and Montgomery, two of Washington's Brigadiers, set
off with about two columns of 1,000 men in each to assault
the strongholds of Canada. Montgomery, passing up the
lakes, captured Montreal, and Arnold marched through the
forests of Maine towards Quebec. The desperate valour of
Arnold and his men on that winter journey through dark,